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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It grew quickly because the gate was broad for new people but narrow for new teaching. A broad gate meant that you could get in; and a clear message meant that you knew what you were getting into. But today what do we see? Some sects of so called Christians focus on tolerance while they neglect the intolerant aspect of the early Christians way of making disciples. Because of this it deters many people from the truth. Preaching the gospel truth is enough to bring people to Christ!  


     Many have made a mistake of trying to make Jesus relevant to our age, but remember, Jesus insisted that the age be relevant to him. He said “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”(John 8:58) and He mentioned His timeless power in Revelation 22:13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End". This tells us that all generations must be relevant to Him. 


The work of a faithful Christian teacher is not to make the gospel “credible” to the world but to make the world believe it. The gospel is already the truth that saves us and we must not add or subtract from it to make it acceptable! 


     As people hunger for meaning we should not rest until we feed the world the gospel that gives true meaning to life.





		Collins Boakye


____________________________


 


The sum of thy word is truth; and every one of thy righteous ordinances (endureth) for ever. 





Ps 119:160








     From the foundation of the world God planned a kingdom.  It was to be a kingdom of righteousness.  The king was to rule with a "scepter of righteousness" (Ps. 45:6), and His name was to be "THE LORD, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jeremiah 23:5-6).  John the Baptist preached that people should prepare for the kingdom by repentance (Matthew 3:2).  Jesus preached the same message.  In His "Sermon on the Mount," Jesus described kingdom citizens as poor in spirit, tenderhearted, meek, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers and persecuted for righteousness' sake (Matthew 5:3-10).  True citizens would be all of these.  


      Being King involved all of these also, including being persecuted for righteousness.  Jesus knew that the throne could only be reached by way of the cross.


      Again and again, Jesus was tempted to compromise the nature of His kingdom.  The third temptation as recorded by Matthew was Satan's offer of a kingdom without the cross.  But would a kingdom given by Satan be a kingdom of righteousness?  Hardly.


When Jesus fed the five thousand, they were so impressed by the feast that they "were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king" (John 6:15).  But were they hungry and thirsty for righteousness?  The next day provided the answer.  They appeared again, hungry for physical bread, but when Jesus offered them the bread of righteousness all but the twelve "went back and walked with Him no more" (John 6:66).  Jesus let them go. He preferred twelve who were hungry and


thirsty for righteousness over five








social activities, scouting, and secular education.  In a desire to see the church grow, many churches offer satisfaction for these perceived "needs."  Numbers are increased by such means, but the first question is:  "Has the king authorized them?"  And the second is:  "Are those drawn by such incentives poor in spirit, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, pure in heart, willing to be persecuted for righteousness, etc.?"  If not, they are not citizens of the kingdom at all.


     Those who reject the "social gospel" are not beyond temptation.  Great sums of money spent on buildings may well be more for the comfort, convenience and pride of the people rather than for the glory of God.  Preachers may be selected more for their unique style, humorous stories, and popular appeal than for the substance of their message.  Bible classes may avoid serious Bible study in favor of discussion groups where the participants simply pool the "wisdom" which they have accumulated more from Donahue or Oprah than from Jesus or Paul.  Such churches may grow in number, but growth that demands such accommodation to worldly tastes does not result in growth of the kingdom.


     Paul wrote to the Corinthians:  "I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that, which is laid, which is Christ Jesus.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become manifest…because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each man's work, of what sort it is" (1 Cor. 3:10-13).





					





Church Growth


By Sewell Hall





People complain these days that builders compromise on materials.  Houses appear beautiful and strong, but soon after the warranty expires it is discovered that the materials used were not according to specifications.








thousand that followed "for the loaves and fishes."


      The very week of the cross, great multitudes accompanied Jesus into Jerusalem shouting, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord" (Luke 19:38).  Doubtless, they would have rallied behind Him for a march to the temple for a coronation ceremony.  But far from being "peacemakers" they wanted war with Rome, and as for being "persecuted for righteousness sake" they forsook Jesus when the cross appeared.  These would have formed the wrong kind of kingdom.


      Paul faced the same temptation in Corinth.  He observed, "The Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom" (1 Corinthians 2:22).  Paul could have gained a following by using his spiritual gifts to provide signs and his extensive education to dispense worldly wisdom.  But would those who followed be poor in spirit, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, pure in heart, etc?  There would be no reason to expect it.  Paul refused to offer such incentives.   Rather he wrote:  "I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified…that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God" (1 Corinthians 2:1-2,5).


     Today, we face the same temptations.  Multitudes "will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires… heap to themselves teachers…and … turn their ears away from the truth" (2 Timothy 4:3-4). Many, in fact, do not want religious teaching at all.  They want sports, entertainment, recreation, travel,








“Restoring the Faith Once Given Unto Us”�


“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know [these things] before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.”- 2 Peter 3:17�


During my military training I had the privilege of talking to many people from different background about life. One thing I learned from them was that they were hungry for meaning. Almost all of them shared with me, the fact, that they joined the army to find new meaning in their lives.  The more I talked with them the more I came to know that they want something more than money and physical strength. Actually they want a new set of rules for their lives.


     This is not far from what the world wants. There is a widespread hunger for meaning and God but many bring an aversion to traditional concept of forgiveness, sin, commitment and even truth itself. Instead of fitting into God's plan of salvation, most found a religion that fit them. As good as it is to find more people to fill the church pews, the church must not rearrange its message to suit those who want a faith to fit or satisfy their needs.  The early Christians encountered the same challenges we are going through now. They grew in number, however, their growth was not in accordance to the word of God.�   The reason Christianity grew quickly and bigger in the early centuries was its tolerant and intolerant strategy (ideas). Early Christians tended to welcome people as they are and even as "they were”, however, they did not welcome teachings or lifestyles that would cut out the heart of the gospel message.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; is in North Side Forsyth for rehab


 on her knee replacement. Ron Wood; Jack and 


Joyce Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; 


Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother.


 Joe Phillips; Mary Scott; Rachel Norman; 


June Guyton; James Adams; Donna Simmons’


 mother.  Steve Huff’s mother;  Annette Rogers; 


Donny Gilbert  back problems; Larry Coots;


  Courtney Quenn surgery.   Rhonda Ditter


 undergoing chemo treatment. Donnie Harper


 battle with  severe arthritis. Anna Tramell mom


as well as Anna; 


 Remember those who are traveling


Pray for all of our babies and expecting mother:


 Jessica Miles; 


Congregations to Matt and Sara Parker at the 


birth of Allison Virginia


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers.


____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper—Brad Bowman 


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 2-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 3-----Kai Burk 


   Asst. 4-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Roger Pink


2nd Prayer---Jeff Lentz


Read Scripture--- Grant Gay


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Sterling Borders 


Sunday PM Service





Prayer Service 


Lead by 


Jeff Lentz





Lord's Supper—Brad Bowman


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Perry Betterton 


 Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff	


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














